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My name is Chizoba Onwuzurike 
and I am an illustrator from Detroit 

and I moved here from Nigeria 
when I was four. Art has always 

been a passion of mine, even as a 
young child. I remember being in 
preschool doodling my outlandish 

creations on wide ruled 
construction paper and bringing it 

home to have it passively placed on 
the refrigerator as a token of 

appreciation by my parents. My 
passion for art is something deep 

seeded and rooted in my hunger to 
learn, interpret, and create. As an

artist it is important to not only 
create but consume as much 

information as possible. My goal as 
an artist is to bring back the 

objective aspect of art that is so 
sadly abandoned nowadays. 



CHIZOBA ONWUZURIKE



The Rise and 
Fall of Taco 
Picasso
B Y  L E X  N I C H O L E

A name playfully given to me by a friend has become the 
foundation of the rest of my life, “Taco Picasso.” When my mother 
was pregnant with me, she said she craved tacos everyday and 

played hip hop music to her stomach. I always figured that my love 
of tacos and deep appreciation for hip hop can be traced back to 

this.
I am Lex Nichole. Taco Picasso is the name of my most recent 

project; an online literary collection of poetry, culture articles, visual 
art and music. I wanted to create a platform to share my 

photography while also showcasing other talented artists. Being a 
Broadcast Journalism major, I figured a blog would be a great way 

to get a head start in my field while still being in college. In the 
future, I hope to continue working with amazing people and 

developing projects for myself and the rest of the world to enjoy.



AT THIS MOMENT
Everything that 7 dreamed about
began to manifest at 19.
Maybe 20 will be louder

but right now
tell me stories to distract me from the gunshots 
outside my window.

I bought a book called "struck by lightning" and 
the same night, there was a thunderstorm.
I fell asleep to the wind and rain slapping the 
windows
the same windows that protected me from 
gunshots the night before.

I put my fears in a jar and hid the jar on my 
bookshelf.
started daydreaming about endless power
next thing I knew, I needed a bigger bookshelf.

 
I want to write but the words are stuck in 

my brain.
Instead of lines, tears come out.

Anxiety tends to give me fuel but today
I'd rather just lay here.

 
Maybe tomorrow I'll have enough 

ammunition
But today I'm lacking the ambition

I'm trapped inside my own mind
Like the words inside my brain.
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GOOD MORNING

IG: @taco.picasso
THETACOPICASSO.COM



beblackexcellence.com

B.LACK E.XCELLENCE IS 
A BRAND TO UPLIFT,

EMPOWER, AND BUILD 
PRIDE IN ONE’S SELF. 

TOO MANY PEOPLE FEEL 
THAT THEY ARE NOT 

GOOD ENOUGH IN 
SOCIETY OR ARE TOO 

NERVOUS TO EXPRESS 
THAT THEY HAVE 

GREATNESS IN  THEM!!
IT IS TIME FOR A 

CHANGE!!



I AM MY 
BROTHER'S 
KEEPER
IN JANUARY OF 2016 RENAISSANCE SENIORS, ANDREI NICHOLS 
AND KYLE MCMURTRY EMBARKED ON A JOURNEY THAT WOULD 
CHANGE RENAISSANCE HIGH SCHOOL FOREVER. TWO POSITIVE 
AND UPLIFTING YOUNG MEN CAME TOGETHER TO CREATE AND 

ALL MALE MENTORING PROGRAM THAT WOULD SHAPE 
TOMORROW'S LEADERS TODAY - THE SUITS FOR SUCCESS YOUTH

MENTORING PROGRAM.

PULSE



The Success Continues
What started as an idea has grown to become a well respected brand 

and family environment . The Suits for Success Youth Mentoring 
Program will be entering it's third school year within Renaissance High 
School with aims to increase its membership and retain  a high volume 
of freshman students. The program prides itself in enhancing the minds 
of young men by delivering them with the key intangibles necessary to 
be a impactful leader in today's society. Led by their founders, Andrei 

Nichols and Kyle McMurtry, the program will soon become a  non-profit 
organization.



Born Billionaire



CANDIDLY CHANEL
BY CHANEL TAYLOR

18

 I am a sophomore at Wayne State University in Detroit,

Michigan majoring in Public Relations and minoring in 

Political Science and Sociology. I am passionate about my 

faith, my family, uplifting the black community, and 

empowering women. I enjoy writing, reading, traveling, 

socializing, and browsing the aisles of TJ Maxx in my free 

time. I am also a blogger, and new Youtuber! Check out my 

blog at candidlychanel.com

Follow Me:
Instagram @lil_chaneli 
Twitter @lil_chaneli 
Snapchat chanel_turia 
YouTube Chanel T
LinkedIn Chanel Taylor 



An open letter
 to all my girls,

     As women, we often pour so much of ourselves into those around us that 
when it is time to take care our ourselves we are left with an empty cup. This 
leaves us feeling drained, depleted, and sometimes unappreciated. As we step 
into a new season I encourage you to renew your mindset and be intentional 
about caring for your entire being– mind, body, and spirit. Learn a new skill, or 
work to improve a skill you already have. Exercise regularly, and eat foods that 
are kind to your body. Take your faith serious and work to strengthen your 
relationship with God. Self-care is more than face masks and mani-pedi’s. 
Authentic self-care is about constantly working to improve yourself, ridding 
yourself of toxic people and behaviors, and giving yourself time to rest. Commit 
to offering the world the best version of yourself!
     Along with caring for yourself, I encourage you to invest in yourself. 
Dictionary.com defines investment as “a devoting, using, or giving of time, 
talent, emotional energy etc., as for a purpose or to achieve something.” This is 
absolutely your season to invest your time, money, and energy into your goals 
and plans. Be strategic about what you want to accomplish and fearlessly go 
after it! Monetarily investing in yourself can seem daunting, and even 
impossible. The spa days, designer purses, and new jeans will always be there 
and will benefit someone else’s pockets, but the opportunity to enhance your 
skills, further your career, and be proactive about your work will take you to the 
next level. Enroll in the class, apply for the job, write the first draft 
of your book etc. You will see far more fruit from investing in 
yourself than you will pumping money into your material desires. 
It might mean that you trim your budget for a week, month, 
or even year; however, it will prove worth it. 

     Self-care and investing in yourself will strengthen you,
and make you better for those around you. As you live your
best life, and show the world what a star you are remember
to love, encourage, and respect your sisters around you.
And by sisters, I really mean sistas, because supporting one
another is vital for the success of all black women. The next
time you see a girl serving #Blackgirlmagic to the fullest by
fiercely chasing her goals let her know! Reach out and
encourage the black girls around you. Let’s shift from the
“Me, myself, and I” mentality to a community mindset that
says – if my sister is succeeding, then I am too. 
     In this season make a commitment to care for yourself
in an authentic way, invest in yourself, and offer that same
level of care and support to the women around you. 

Care for yourself. Care for your sisters. 
Invest in yourself. Invest in your sisters. 
Until next time, 
Chanel 
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inside:
derek & al icia's $40 mil l ion house + blake harold's breakdown in

public + garret and andrea's huge twitter row + francis 
missan goes viral  after r iqsue photoshoot is released 



STRANGE

CONDITIONS

A LOOK AT NEW FACES IN
STRANGE COLOURS

By Kamau Jawara

R
Dennia Ede is a dancer/model from Ypsilanti and a 
student at Eastern Michigan University. Dennia is a former 
member of Next Level dance crew and has also been 
involved in music videos. Her goal is to create and inspire 
through her dance and modeling work.
Diaira Carter is a model, dancer, and actress from Detroit 
and also a new face to Strange Colours Collective. Diaira 
has already had her fair share of experience modeling for 
Rock the Runway in Grand Rapids and has even been 
featured in music videos. Diaira featured in Detroit hip- 
hop artist Valid’s video for his single “Exhibition” showing 
her natural talent for the camera. She has also worked 
with New York recording artist and Educator Mahogany 
Jones.
And naturally good people know good people.
Imani Maddox, a model from Louisville and close friend to 
Diaira brings even more style to Strange Colours with her 
natural knack for the camera. She has also modeled for 
Rock the Runway in Grand Rapids as well as Bodies of Art 
(B.O.A.). Imani was originally a resident of Detroit prior to 
moving to Kentucky but temporarily lives in Grand Rapids 
in the fall-winter where she attends Grand Valley State 
University.

epresentation matters. For the aspiring black model, the 
oppurtunity to disp
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